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About EUA

• Over 800 members in the 47 countries of the European

Higher Education Area
• 34 National Rectors’ Conferences/National University Associations

• Affiliated members and networks

• Widest and most representative voice of European

universities in the context of the Bologna Process and the 

European Research Area (ERA)

• Activities:
• Policy/lobbying 

• Membership support services 

• HE policy insight, Quality reviews (IEP), Council for Doctoral Education 

(CDE), EUA Energy Platform, project participation…….

• International/Global policy dialogue



About ’TRENDS’

• Longitudinal since 2001

• European university input to the bi-annual ministerial

summits of the Bologna Process

• Intense period of European reform until 2010 – ‘Trends 

2015’ marks a new period in the European HE reform

lanscape…..

• 451 responses from universities of all shapes and sizes…..

• To be read alongside
• Bologna Stocktaking report (www.ehea.org)

• ‘Bologna with student eyes’ (ESU input)

• Eurydice reports (of the European Commission)



Country distribution of 

Trends 2015 respondents

Trends 2015, Q2: N= 451



Part I



The high importance of economic crisis and 

demography

Trends 2015, Q10: N= 446



Which community do you see your institution 

primarily as serving? 

Trends 2015, Q4: N= 450



National shifts in the primary community of 

reference

Trends 2015, Q4: N= 450



Does your institution have an 

internationalisation strategy? 

Trends 2015, Q45: N= 451



Geographical targets in 2010 and in 2015

Trends 2010, Q53: N= 776

Trends 2015, Q46: N= 434



Does your institution undertake the following 

activities to support its

internationalisation?

Trends 2015, Q47: N= 425



Does your institution have a strategy or policy 

regarding e-learning? 

Trends 2015, Q40: N= 420



Part II



Which statement best describes the situation at 

your institution?

Trends 2010, Q6: N= 769

Trends 2015, Q8: N= 420



If you do have a NQF, do you find it useful in 

relation to the following?

Trends 2015, Q59.1: N= 289



Does your institution have an institutional 

quality assurance policy and system? 

Trends 2015, Q51: N= 419



Country data on institutions with an 

“institutional QA policy and an integrated

approach to QA at institutional level”

Trends 2015, Q51: N= 419



(If your institution offers joint programmes with 

institutions in other countries),

what are the main challenges associated with 

these programmes? “Somewhat challenging”

Trends 2015, Q50.1: N=346



(…) what are the main challenges associated 

with these programmes? “Very challenging”

Trends 2015, Q50.1: N=346



Part III



How has the total enrolment at your institution 

changed during the last five years?

Trends 2015, Q18: N= 451



How do you expect enrolment at your 

institution to develop in the future?

Trends 2015, Q20: N= 451



How has the composition of the student body in 

your institution changed over the last five years? 

Trends 2015, Q21: N= 434



If enrolment has increased, what have been the 

main reasons? 

Trends 2015, Q19.1: N= 274



Does your institution have targeted strategies 

to attract the following student

groups? (“No strategies”)

Trends 2015, Q22: N= 437



Lifelong learning strategies by institutional size

Trends 2015, Q23: N= 442



Part IV



If internationalisation has contributed to improved 

learning and teaching, which of the following 

features have contributed most? 

Trends 2015, Q48.1: N= 415



What is your institution’s most important 

objective regarding the development of

e-learning in the future? 

Trends 2015, Q44: N= 415



Does your institution offer any of the following? 

Trends 2015, Q43: N= 425



Development of learning outcomes 

in 2010 and 2015

Trends 2010, Q19: N= 755

Trends 2015, Q36: N= 424



Institutions that evaluate the effects of a learning 

outcome approach negatively

Trends 2015, Q36.1: N= 372



Do the following statements reflect the current 

situation at your institution? 

Trends 2015, Q12: N= 446



Have the following issues been addressed at 

your institution? 

Trends 2015, Q17: N= 446



Have the following been implemented at your 

institution to enhance learning and teaching 

provision? 

Trends 2015, Q38: N= 431



Which of the following does your institution 

provide to students?

Trends 2015, Q28: N= 441



Thank you!

Trends 2015, Q30.3: N= 451

• Elizabeth.colucci@eua.be

• www.eua.be
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